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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

065381 

O 051415Z JUL 75 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3845 

SECRET SANTIAGO 4697 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: Cl, SHUM, PFOR 

SUBJ: ALLEGED WASHINGTON APPROVAL FOR CANCELLATION OF UN HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION STUDY GROUP VISIT 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS FROM POPPER 

1. AN UNEXPECTED FILLIP WAS ADDED TO MY JULY 4 RECEPTION WHEN 
MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC COORDINATION RAUL SAEZ, WHO HAS LONG BEEN 
PRESSING FOR LIBERALIZATION OF GOC HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES, 

TOLD ME THAT GOVT WAS ABOUT TO BAR UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
STUDY GROUP FROM CHILE - EVEN THOUGH GOC HAD BEEN COMMITTED TO 
RECEIVE IT IN SANTIAGO JULY 10. 

2. A NUMBER OF FONOFF PERSONNEL PRESENT SOON CONFIRMED THAT 
VISIT OF STUDY GROUP HAD BEEN AT LEAST "SUSPENDED". APPARENTLY 
GOC FEARED THAT BECAUSE OF GROUP’S INTERVIEWS BEFORE REACHING 
CHILE, IT WOULD REACH ITS CONCLUSIONS NOT ON BASIS OF GOC'S 
PRESENT PRACTICES, BUT BECAUSE OF THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED IN 
THE PAST. IT APPEARS THAT FONOFF TOP PERSONNEL HAD THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY RESISTED THIS CHANGE IN POSITION VERY VIGOROUSLY, BUT 
THAT DECISION WAS MADE BY PRESIDENT PINOCHET, WHO LEFT AT MID- 
DAY FOR BARNSTORMING TOUR IN NORTH. 

3. I TOOK LIBERTY OF MENTIONING TO FONMIN AT RECEPTION THAT I 
PERSONALLY REGRETTED THE NEW DEVELOPMENT, WHICH WOULD NOT BE 
UNDERSTOOD OR FAVORABLY RECEIVED ABROAD. (BBC AT 1 1 PM LOCAL 
DESCRIBED IT AS A "BAN”.) FROM TWO SOURCES, EMBOFFS WERE TOLD 
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THAT MATTER HAD BEEN DISCUSSED - AND BY IMPLICATION APPROVED - 
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AT A HIGH LEVEL IN WASHINGTON. 

4. IF DEPT IS AWARE OF ANY CONVERSATIONS IN WASHINGTON WHICH 
MIGHT HAVE A BEARING ON THE MATTER, WOULD APPRECIATE DETAILS. 

5. I WILL BE SEEING SAEZ ON MONDAY JULY 7 FOR A FULLER ACCOUNT 
OF WHAT HAPPENED AT THIS END. 

POPPER 

SECRET 
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